
16th-Century Counterpoint       TH421 (2 credits)       Spring 2015
Dr. Peter J. Evans, Instructor         pje723@gmail.com         978-235-6463 (cell)

Course Objective: To compose counterpoint in the styles of Lassus, Palestrina and/or Josquin, etc.

Course Text: A Practical Approach to Sixteenth-Century Counterpoint by Robert Gauldin
 On Reserve: Call Number: ML446.G38 1985
Other Texts:
Fux, Johann Joseph; Mann, Alfred.  The Study of Counterpoint from Johann Joseph Fux's 
 Gradus ad parnassum.  MT40.F83 1971
Cogan, Robert and Pozzi Escot. Sonic Design: The Nature of Sound and Music.  MT6.C63S6
Jeppesen, Knud.  Counterpoint; The Polyphonic Vocal Style of the Sixteenth Century 
 MT 55 .J545 1992
Krenek, Ernst. Modal counterpoint in the style of the sixteenth century; outline. MT 55.K87 M6
Meritt, A Tillman, Sixteenth Century Polyphony a Basis for the Study of Counterpoint 
 MT 55 .M483
Morris, R.O.  Contrapuntal Technique in the Sixteenth Century  MT 55 .M67 S5
Porter, Quincy.  A Study of Sixteenth Century Counterpoint based on the works of Orlando di 
 Lasso  MT 55 .P65 1940
Scores:
Fuller, Sarah. European Musical Heritage: 800-1750.  MT6.5.E95 1993
Soderlund, Gustave Fredric. Examples of Gregorian chant and works, by Orlandus Lassus, 
 Giovanni Pierluigi Palestrina and Marc Antonio Ingegneri for use in classes of 
 counterpoint. MT 55.S69 1946

For success in this class: Students must have read the material completed the assignments for each 
particular class and subject, perform their compositions at the piano, vocally and/or with their own 
instrument, and adhere to the attendance and grading policies described below.  Performance majors 
must become composers!  Composition majors must become more rigorous composers! 

Assignments will be given from the text, PJE or other textbooks.  In-Class Quizzes & Exams will 
include completion of assignments a la Gauldin, analysis, vocabulary,  error recognition, and brief 
examples of composition. Quizzes will be given on a voice-by-voice basis.  Mid-Term and Final 
Projects need to include the completed composition, a brief essay/annotations describing style, 
method, technique, influence, etc., and in-class performance.

Grading (general): Assignments will be graded according to consistency of approach, adherence to 
the particulars of each exercise, and general sixteenth-century style, as well as some arbitrary yet 
relative degree of success for in-class performances.   Assignments are due on the date assigned, even 
for those who are absent from class, via faculty mailbox or e-mail.  Late assignments will be accepted, 
though five points will be subtracted per day late. Each subsequent day will result in a deduction of 
two-thirds of a letter grade.  Failure to hand in an assignment will result in an grade of ‘0’ (‘zero’) for 
that assignment.  Projects will only be accepted late if the student has been granted instructor approval 
at least one week prior to due date.  Non-consultation/Late projects will earn 0% credit, yet they still 
need to be submitted to show grasp of material before proceeding 



Undergraduate Grade Rubric (100%):
 Attendance/Day-by-day assignments: 50%   Mid-Term Project: 10% 
 average of ‘voice-by-voice’ quizzes divided into 20%     Final Project: 20% 
Special Final Project: A portolio of exact canons at all intervals of imitation (unison through seventh)

Graduate students who do only the work expected of an undergraduate can receive, at the most, a 
grade of C+ for the semester.  For a chance of an A grade, Graduate students will need to write a 8-10 
page paper on a contrapuntal topic of the student’s choice in consultation with instructor.

Graduate Grade Rubric (120%): to above list add:    Counterpoint paper and presentation 20%

Attendance Policy:
 The first priority of a student is to attend all classes in a punctual manner. If you must miss a 
class please consult with professor in advance.  Feeling unwell, waking up late, being stuck in traffic, 
needing more time to practice, etc., are not genuine reasons for absence.  
 More than 3 absences will result in a whole letter grade deduction from the final grade, which 
can result in the possibility of course failure.  Despite absences, students are still responsible for 
assignments. With the appropriate medical notes and/or communication with the Dean of Academic 
Affairs, students may be granted no more than 3 additional ‘excused’ absences per semester.  In 
extenuating circumstances further ‘excused’ absences maybe granted upon joint meeting with the 
instructor, the student and the Dean of the Conservatory.  Despite reasons for absences, all missed 
work must be made up, or it will be calculated as a  Zero (‘0’) grade.  The instructor reserves the right 
to fail or un-enroll students who miss consecutive classes without notification.  More than 10 classes 
missed per semester will result in automatic failure.
 Mid-Term and Final Projects and Exams cannot be made up.  Absence on those dates will 
automatically result in a Zero (‘0’) grade.  Absences for medical reasons require a doctor’s note; 
absences for family-related issues require consultation with the Dean of Academic Affairs.

The use of electronic communication devices is prohibited during class time.  All such devices 
should be turned off before entering class.  Students who use such devices or whose devices 
interrupt class will receive grade deductions for that day’s work.
Students need mutual respect for others in class, despite differing levels of ability or experience.  

Online Resource: www.peterjevanstheorist.com

Regarding Academic Honesty (p.111-112 of the Conservatory Catalog): 
Academic dishonesty, particularly plagiarism and cheating, may result in automatic failure on the work in question and will 
be reviewed by the Conservatory Academic Council, which will make a recommendation for action to the Dean of the 
Conservatory.  Depending on the nature and severity of the infraction, the student will be placed on Academic Probation or 
be recommended for Suspension or Dismissal.

Regarding Incompletes (p.85 of the Conservatory Catalog):
All coursework must be completed by the last day of the Examination Period of each semester. Students may formally 
petition their instructor to receive a grade of Incomplete.  This grade may be recorded only when a student is unable to 
complete primary course requirements on time due to illness or other compelling circumstances. An Incomplete may not be 
given primarily to allow a student to raise his or her grade to a passing grade for the course, ensemble, or lessons in 
question. Incomplete work must be remedied by the end of the subsequent semester.  An “F” will be recorded for courses 
remaining incomplete after one semester or after petitioned extensions have expired.


